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penses, of fourteen thousand dellars for 1838—such a'cha;'gc
should never be allowed, it 1s calculated to conceal the profli-
gacy of any set of men, who might be disposed to convert, to
private use, what was intended for public purposes. 'The com-
mittee do not intend to convey the idea that the company have
acted improperly in this instance. It is the- mode in whicl
statements of expenditures are usually made out. They inciiine
to the opinion that no set of men, however pure and spotless
their characier, but should be recquired to exhibit ammallg a
full and fair statement of the particular menaner in which every
dollar has becn expended for that year. Such a course will
tend to remove temptation and prevent fraud. L
What course the State should pursue in relation to this work,
at this time requires the most serious consideration. The State
has already incurred responsibilities in the prosecution of her
works of internal improvement, which are not to be overlnoked
in the estimate of her ability to mect them. When to these are
added the amount asked for by the company, and required by
the Baltimore and Susquehanna rail road, the amount is indeed
startling. and requires more than ordinary reflection,in devisling
the means of sustaining her credit by providing for what she
has already incurred, before creating additional obligations,—
The difference between those two works must be obvious to any
one who looks at the relative position which they occupy. i‘

he
onc terminates withia the limits of the State, the other beyond
it.  The bencfits resulting from the former arve the exclusive
property of the State, those flowing from the latter are sharved
in common, by those living beyond the limits of the State, and
who arc not even answerable for the responsibilities incurred
in its construction,  Why then should Maryland be alone re-
quired to strain every nerve for its completion, when those who
are equally interested, are unwilling to advance a single dollar.
While other states, adopting a wiser and more settled policy,
are intent on applying their resourses to works exclusively their
own; Maryland is devoting hers to the completion of works, in
which others are as much interested as herself. '
The mauner in which she has been drawn in, by the state-
ments and estimates of this company, should not be (orgotten at
thistime. Twice already has the State contributed what the
company has assured ber would be amply sufticient to cumplétc
this work. Twice has this moncy, ora part of it, been applied,
not to theobject for which it was asked and obtained, but to relieve
the company from embarrasstments which they had improvident-
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